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probably be linked with the capital by a
made road, portions at least well metalled,
over which postal runners could convey by
foot for hundreds of miles the official and
other mails. Along1 this road, from town
to town, bullock-carts laden with mer-
chandise, or occasionally with the eifects
of some official, might slowly crawl, like
tortoises on a garden path. Now suppose
some ignorant trader aggrieved by what
he considered an unjust order on the part
of the district officer. If he followed the
Oriental method and presented his appeal
in person, he would be faced by a weary
and hazardous journey, which might extend
to weeks, before he could lay his case at
the feet of a distant and unknown ^superior.
If he procured a writer to draft a petition
for him, he might with reason doubt
whether it would ever reach the official for
whom it was intended. In either case
long months would in all probability elapse
before the matter had been reported on
and final orders passed. Supposing such
orders were not in his favour, he would
be thereafter a marked man. This is an